Culture care meanings of African American parents related to infant mortality and health care.
This study describes perceptions of African American mothers related to infant health care. The study s significance arises from the increased incidence of SIDS and disparity in infant mortality among African Americans. SIDS disproportionately affects African American infants and failure of parents to adhere to supine sleep is offered as a contributing factor. An understanding of parents' perceptions of healthcare provider interactions can uncover barriers to adherence with recommendations for safe infant sleep. Interviews revealed that African American mothers valued care from friendly, caring, attentive, respectful nurses. As a result of receiving respectful care, mothers indicated increased likelihood of adhering to health teachings.